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Hi there! 

M> reporters have been 
working so hard I'm sending 
some of then) on holiday. 
Antcater loves foreign food so 
she's off to Gnaw ay. Elephant 
has packed her trunk and is on 
route to Tuskany. Flamingo's 
going fishing in Finland and 
Ostrich is singing in Tune*isia! 
Any idea w here Cheetah should 
go? How about Spotland?! 
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Gareth Nunt. age 7 



FLUSH IN THE BUSH 

High in the treetops of the Amazon 
rainforest, the uakari monkey's 
extraordinary face shines out like a 
beacon. Doesn't it look funny? It's 
hard to believe, but this monkey's 
face glows an even brighter scarlet 
when it gets excited. In South 
America, uakari monkeys are called 
english monkeys. This is because 
their red faces look like those of 
english men who have had too 
much to drink! 




There are four lizards, 
like this one, hidden 
in this magazine. Can 
you find 





OUT FOR ^hem all? 



WELCOME BACK! 

In Britain, otters are making a very 
welcome return to rivers that they haven't 
visited for about twenty years. Otters used 
to be widespread throughout the country, 
but insecticides used on fields polluted the 
rivers in which they lived. As a result, the 
animals became restricted mainly to 
Scotland, Wales and the West Country. 
Now. however, a big clean up and some 
successful breeding schemes have meant 
that otters can return to 
their old homes. 





MUM OF THE YEAR 

I've heard that Mrs Crocodile was 
very rude at yesterday's Mothers' 

Meeting. She kept boasting that 
she is the most considerate mum in 
the world. Luckily. Mrs Octopus put 
her straight! Mrs Octopus is very selfless indeed. 
She lays her eggs in an underwater cave, then 
she guards them for four to six weeks until they 
hatch. During this time, she never leaves them 
alone, even to get food! She sees off intruders 
and blows water across the eggs to make sure 
that they get plenty of oxygen. When the eggs 
hatch, her job is over and she dies. How about 
that for selflessness? 



Wheels of colour 
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Hayley Morris 




BHRKI ffMEMBEKSl 

How Anansi 
shamed himself 

FREE IN PART 85 

A transfer of three 
grazing zebras to place 
on your w lldirfe poster! 











SIMBA’S 






WORLD 



The springhare looks as if it is part dwari- 

KANGAROO AND PART RABBIT OR HARE. IN FACT, IT IS A 
SOFT-COATED RODENT THAT LIVES A DANGEROUS LIFE IN 
THE GRASSY PLAINS OF EAST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

Springhares 

The springhare, which is sometimes 
called the cape jumping hare, is a 
rabbit-sized mammal with large eyes 
and ears and a jutting-out nose like a 
hare. It is the only rodent of its kind in 
the world. It has short front legs and 
long hind legs ending in long, pointed 
claws like a kangaroo. Like squirrels, it 
has a long, bushy tail and sharp incisor 
teeth. Its fur is long and soft and is 
yellowish or reddish brown on top and 
pale on its underside. The bottom half 
of the tail is dark brown or black. 

Springhares live alone or in pairs. 

They spend most of the day below 
ground, in cool tunnels which they dig 
themselves. They live in grassland areas, 
such as sandy plains, where the ground 
is easy to dig. 



The springhare is 
well suited to life 
both above and 
below ground. Its 
strong hind legs 
help it to leap 
away from 
predators when 
it's above ground 
When it tunnels 
into sandy soil, it 
can fold over its 
ears and seal its 
nostrils. 





jgj^ ACT nU'J 

SPRINGHARE 
Pedefes capensis 
SIZE: Males and females 
are about the same size, 
with a body of 35-45cm 
and a tail of 37-46cm. 
RANGE: They live in 
grasslands in flood 
plains and on sandy soils 
in eastern and southern 
Africa. 

DIET: They mainly eat 
grasses. 

YOUNG: They usually 
have one baby, which 
weighs about 300g. 







BABY CARE 



Many female rodents have large litters, 
but springhares give birth to just one 
baby at a time. Although the baby is 
born well covered with fine, sandy 
coloured hair and can sit on its hind legs 
soon after birth, it spends many weeks 
in the safety of the burrow. Here it 
grows strong on its mother’s milk. 

When it makes its first visit above 
ground, it is at least half-grown. This 
gives it a good chance of surviving the 
many dangers of the grasslands. 






>IN TOUCH WITH THE SURFACE 
Some predators, like snakes and lizards, 
can get into a springhare's burrow* 
through an un-sealed entrance. When a 
springhare rests inside Ks, burrow. K 
stretches its hind legs forward and tu< 
its head between them. By touching the 
ground with the top«of its head it can 
pick up the vibrations made by 
approaching animals- 



LIFE UNDERGROUND 



Each springhare lives in a series of 
tunnels which connect to form a pattern 
like that of a spider’s web. To dig a 
tunnel, the springhare bites through any 
roots with its sharp incisor teeth and 
scratches out loose soil with the sharp 
claws on its front feet. It kicks this loose 
soil away with its back feet. Eventually, 
a big pile of soil builds up behind the 
springhare. Then it turns round and 
pushes the pile with its chin, chest and 
front legs back up the tunnel to the 
entrance hole, where it tosses it out to 
form a big ramp. 

The springhare builds the tuni^ with 
bends and curves, whicl^ makes it mor^ , 
difficult for predat 
tunnels cun^^^^ 
spri nghare na^ choice of places to rest 
and sleep - it does not make one 
particular sleeping chamb^ or keep an] 
food stores. When it jumps inti^ifs 
burrow after feeding above ground, it 
often plugs up the entrance with soil 
from the inside. 



A NEWLY BORN 
A baby springhare 
lies curled up under 
its mother inside 
the burrow. 



► TWO DAYS OLD 
At birth, a springhare 
cannot see. After 
about two days, its 
eyes open and it starts 
to run along the 
tunnels on all fours. 










FEEDING TACTICS 



Springhares emerge from their burrows at 
dusk. A number of them often have 
burrows next door to each other and they 
join up at night to forage together. If there 
is a full moon, each springhare stays near 
one of its entrance holes, because the 
moonlight makes it more visible to 
enemies. On dark nights, they move up to 
400m from the burrow in search of food. 



> GRAZE AND MUNCH 
Springhares graze on all fours, 
like rabbits, but from time to 
time they sit up to scan their 
surroundings for predators. 



HOPPING AND LEAPING 






When it is feeding above ground, the 
springhare gets about by hopping on all 
fours, like a rabbit. If it needs to make a 
speedy getaway from one of its enemies, it 
makes huge leaps on its hind legs, which 
are about four times longer than the front 
ones. Using its powerful shin and calf 
muscles, it pushes itself off the ground, 
tucks its front feet into its body and waves 
its long tail from side to side for balance. 



CANE RATS 

Another large rodent which feeds on the roots 
and stems of grasses and on crops is the cane rat. 
There are two kinds: the great cane rat, which is 
the size of a large hare, and the lesser, which is a 
little smaller and has a shorter tail. Cane rats 
have small eyes and ears, a large, rounded head, 
rough, bristly hair and a short, rat-like tail. Like 
springhares, they come out at night to feed. 
Because they live in long grasses, reeds or thick 
forest undergrowth, they do not need to dig 
underground burrows for shelter. Instead, they 
hollow out resting places in the vegetation and 
stay hidden in them during the day. 



A FOOT SIGNALS 
Cane rats often live in family 
groups of up to 12 adults and 
babies. They send out alarm 
signals by thumping the 
ground with their back feet. 



•< KANGAROO HOPS 

Springhares are at risk from snakes, monitor 
lizards, large owls, small predators such as 
weasels and mongooses, and large ones such 
as Jackals and hyenas. They have very good 
senses of smell and hearing. As soon as they 
detect an enemy, they leap like a kangaroo 
for their nearest underground entrance hole. 



SIMBfl sflys 



Did you know that 
adult warthogs often 
come charging out of 
their burrow to surprise 
any big predators that 
might be lurking 
nearby? Well, 
springhares have a 
pretty good trick, too. 
They can leap straight 
out of their holes and 
land three metres away, 
ready to take off again 
if they need to. 



WOW! 

Although a 
springhare's body is 
only about 40cm 
long, it can make 
4m-long leaps when * 
it is trying to escape 
from a predator or 
human hunters. In 
parts of Africa, 
springhares are 
killed for food and 
their skin is used to 
make clothes, bags 









The Fire licked at the 
entrance to the cave. 

What a fool I’ve been!" 
Swifty wailed, backing up 
the cave wall. “Why 
I listen to Simba and stay 
out of this storm? I’m going to die. 
and all because I wanted to prove 
that I'm the fastest animal on the 
savannah!” 

Swifty shouted 
"Help!" again 
and again, but 
no-one came. 

"It’s no use." he 
cried. "There's 
no-one close 
enough to hear me.” 

Safe From the storm and hiding in 
a small cave, Simba. Pumbaa and 
Timon watched with relief as the 
storm died out almost as quickly as 
it had started. However, big. black 



The R.ftce 
Part 3 



rainclouds still threatened overhead. 

It was then that they heard the 
faint cries for help. 

“Come on,” shouted Simba. 
running off in the direction of 
Swifty’s voice. “That little cheetah 
has got himself into trouble.” 

The three friends followed the 
river until they reached Swifty's cave, 
only to be beaten 
back by the 
Flames. 

"We can't 
reach him.” 
shouted Timon. 

can't see how 
we can put out 
the fire. What shall we do?” 

Simba stopped to think and then 
remembered the river. It had been 
close to bursting its banks even 
before the storm. 

"Pumbaa. You're the strongest 
among us," he said. "Go to the river 
and start pushing large rocks into it. 
The bigger the better.” 

Pumbaa looked very puzzled. 

"Isn't this the wrong time to start 
playing games?" he asked. 

"Shouldn't we be trying to save 
Swifty?” 

“We will!" said Simba, urgently. 
"But only if you do what I say.” 
Pumbaa hurried towards the river. 
Simba ran round to the other side 
of the cave. He leapt quickly from 
one rock to another until he had 
reached the top. Looking down, he 
could see a gap in the roof of the 
cave. There was Swifty cowering at 
the back of the cave which was 
Filling up with smoke. 

“Hold on. Swiftyl” he called 
to the young cheetah. 

“We're going to 
rescue you.” 



"It’s no use.” cried Swifty, coughing 
From the smoke. "If you climb down 
here you'll be killed!” 

Timon. left alone, didn't know 
what to do. “I'll go and help 
Pumbaa." he thought, running off in 
the direction of the river. Then he 
skidded to a halt and ran back the 
other way. “No. 1 won't. Simba might 
need me!” He stopped, running back 
towards the river. "No. I should help 
Pumbaa!” He stopped again. “But 
then. I should be here to help Simba! 
Ooooh! Whatever shall I do?!” 

Pumbaa was enjoying himself, 
pushing rocks into the river. “One 
rock for Timon," he said, pushing a 
large boulder into the fast-flowing 
waters. Splaaasssh! "Two For me!" 
Splaaassh! Splaaassh! “And one big 
one for Swifty!” Ker-Splooossh! 



With each boulder, the water began 
to rise. Soon, it was spreading over 
the river bank and across the ground. 

"Tee-hee! This silly water’s tickling 
my feet!" chuckled Pumbaa as the 
water rushed past him. “If Simba isn’t 
careful, he’s going to get a soaking!" 
But if that’s what Simba wanted, that 
is what Pumbaa would give him. 
Without stopping For breath, he 
pushed more and more heavy rocks 
into the river. 

Simbaa stepped down across the 
rocks until he was in reaching 
distance of Swifty. Turning his back to 
the cheetah, he held on to the rocks 
and lowered his tail. He could 
feel the heat of the 
flames. "Swifty!" he 
shouted. "Crab hold 
of my tail!" 











Swifty stood up on wobbly legs. 
The fire had taken all the strength 
out of him. He jumped up weakly, 
and managed to catch hold of 
Simba’s tail between his paws. 

Simba pulled with all his might. But 
it was no use. Swifty was too heavy 
for him to pull up. 

Then Simba's paws slipped off the 
rocks, and he and Swifty crashed 
back down into the cave. “It's no 
use!" he groaned. 'Tm sorry. Swifty! 

I can't do it. We're both trapped!" 

Timon had seen Simba fall back 
into the flames. He was frantic with 
worry. “Simba will die if 1 don't do 
something!" he squealed, running 
back towards the fire. “Perhaps I can 
blow the flames out." He huffed 
and he puffed, but he only 
succeeded in running out of 
breath. “Ooh! I feel quite dizzy!" he 
gasped, twirling round on one foot. 
“And what's that burning smell? it 
smells as if someone’s fur is on 
fire?” He looked down and saw that 
the flames had reached his tail! 

"Ouch! Ooowch!” he cried, 
running off towards the river. He 
had planned to leap into the water to 
put the flames out. But he suddenly 
realized that he was running 
through water! 

“The river has burst its banks!" 
he cheered, sitting down in the 
water with a happy sigh. His tail 
hissed as the flames went out. 

“Have 1 done well?" asked 
Pumbaa, hurrying up to his 
friend. They watched as the water 
rushed towards the burning grass 
that trapped Simba and Swifty. 

"Pumbaa." said Timon, 
happily. "You’ve done great!” 
The water quickly spread 
through the grasslands. It 
swept over the burning 







grass, putting out the 
fire. Grey smoke 
billowed into the air. 

Just then, it began to rain! 

“Huh! Great timing!" muttered 
Timon, who was now soaking wet. 

When it was safe to do so. 

Pumbaa and Timon tiptoed through 
the ashes to the mouth of the cave. 
Simba and Swifty were lying 
together, their eyes closed. 

"Are they d-dead?” asked 
Pumbaa, his voice choked with fear. 

Simba opened one eye. After 
coughing to breathe in clean air. he 
gave a weak smile. “You won’t get 
rid of me that easily, Pumbaa!" he 
said. “Thanks for saving us." 

“It was your great idea - I heard 
-you telling Pumbaa what to do.” said 
Swifty. “If it hadn't been for you. I 
would have died in that fire.” 

The two young cubs smiled 
at each other. 






^1 



ill 



m 



111 



ill 



n 



III 



“What a silly argument.” 
said Simba, as the four friend^ 
headed back to the river to 
drink. “You are the fastest 
animal on the savannah. 
Swifty.” 

“I may be the fastest.” 
said Swifty. “But Simba, 
you’re the bravestV 
“Rrrr!" roared the 
proud little lion. 

Next -week: Follow 
THAT rainbow! 
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Make a mini 
rainbow 




Wheels of colour 



Hom are rainbov»s formed? Which 
colours mix together to make white? 
Can you make red and green by 
mixing black and white? Try these 
experiments to find out. 






I up white light 
The li.qhl pattsing into the glass is 
while, and white light is made up of 
dilTerent colours. The water in the 
glass separates the light into the 
colours it is made of, which are: red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo 
and violet. These are know n as the 
spectrum colours. They are the sanw 
I seycn colours that make a rainbow. 




On a sunny day, 
find a bright, sunlit 
window and put a 
sheet of white 
paper on to the sill, 
close to the glass. 
Fill a clean, tall 
glass tumbler with 
water. Place it on 
the paper. 



"Now cut a piece of card a bit 
taller and wider than the glass. Cut 
a Icm-wide slit in it, as shown. 
Place the card behind the tumbler. 
What do you see on the paper? 



Mixing w'hite 

Which colour do you think 
you yvould get if you mixed 
the seven colours of the 
spectrum together again? 







5^With a pair of compasses, 
draw a 14cm-wide circle on to 
some card. Set the compasses 
to 6cm. With the point on the 
circle, swing the pencil and 
mark the edge. Put the point 
on this mark and make another 
mark. Repeat until the circle 
has seven marks. 







Draw lines to divide 






it into seven segments. 
Paint them in the 
spectrum colours. Try to 
make your colours close 
to the ones shown here. 



JJ^Stick a sbeit pencil through the 
middle of your disc and spin it. Can 
you still see the colours on your 
disc? What colour do you see? 



Try mixing the seven 
colours togethej^with a 
brush. WhatcQlbur do you 
gel? Is it the^S^Me colour 
as the spinning disc? 









Benham disc 

Here's how to get colours 
from black and white. 

■OW iji 



spinning for white 

The disc spinx ao faat that you can 
no longer aee each colour. Inatead. 
your tyea mix them together. Ifyour 
coloura were pure, you’d ace while. 
But aa they are not pure, you will 
probably ace a very light grey or 
brown. .Mixing the painta together 
w ith a bruah will gheyou quite a 
dilTerent reault: a murkv brown that 
ia nearly black. Colours mixed bv 
eve and brush are dilTerent. 






infuum's optical illusion 

This disc takes its name from the 
man who invented it M'hen you 
spin it dockwtae. the inner lines 
appear pale red*brown, while those 
near them look a pale green-grey; 
flpin the disc anti-dorkw iae and 
the outer ringa appear red-brown 
and those Just inside look green- 
grey. The colours are an optical 
illusion, created when your eyes 
try to make sense of the spinning 
black and white pattern. 



Copy th^ disc shown here on to 
a piece of card. Push a short 
pencil through the centre. 

Make sure the pencil is 
straight and then spin 
the disc fast. What do 
you see? Spin the 
disc in the opposite 
direaion. What 
happens now? 




Colour code game 

This game is more of a trick than a game 
but it s great fun for people of all ages. 

To play, you need a partner who is in on the act. 

Start by telling your audience that you and your friend 
share telepathic powers - that you can communicate 
just by sending thought messages to each other. Few 
will believe this, so take up the challenge. 

Tell your audience that while you are out of the room, 
they and your partner should choose one object in the 
room. Tell them that when you return, you will, without 
being told, be able to say what that object is. When you do 
return, your friend recites a long list of objects in the room 
- including a black one - and you pick out the right one! 



Here's how: when your 
friend goes through the 
list, the one that has been 
chosen will be the one 
after the black object. 



Splatter disc 

This is good fun but verj 
messj, so put down plenty 
of paper first and wear old 
clothes or an apron. 



Push a short pencil with 
a sharp point, through 
the centre of the disc. 

Glue it in place. Fit 
the strip over the 
disc and glue it. 



Cut a circle of paper to fit 
inside. (This way you can 
make lots of patterns.) 



j^IVlix up some very watery poster 
paints. Spin the disc and quickly use a 
paintbrush to drop different colours 
on to the paper circle. See how many 
different patterns you can create. Save 
your patterns to decorate gifts. 






rom card, cut a 14cm disc, 
then a 2cm x 42cm strip. Wrap 
the strip round the disc, making 
sure it's a good fit, then staple 
the ends of the strip together. 

If you have an empty, round 
cheese box, use that instead. 




male acarab beetle knows that the females of 
can't resist the smell of sticky, 
tree sap. 8o he uses his horns to nmke 
flow and then wails for a fomale to arrive. 



A hungry female scarab beetle is 
crawling along the forest floor in 
search of a meal. Suddenly she gets 
a strong whiff of fermenting sap. 
her favourite food. She follows the 
heAciy smell, which is coming from 
the bark of a tree abc^ her. When 
she reaches the sticky, white patch 
halfway up the tree, she finds ^ 
male waiting for her.JHe allows |^er 



to feed and then they mate. 

The male spent many hours 
boring into the trunk with his horns 
so that the sap wobld begin to flow. 
Then he waited for a female to 
appear, horns at the ready in case 
another male should dare to try to-; 
take over his hard-won food supply. 
At last the hunger female arrivei^ 
and he got his^wardj__, t 



The large, green, male scarab 
beetle on the right has been 
patiently waiting for a female 
to join him at the patch of 
sticky sap which he's been 
guarding. Now he claims her 
for himself by covering the 
front part of her body with 
his white head. 







EAST ASIA 



a fire-bellied 
toad is threatened, 
it flashes its bright 
underside. This 
means, 'Keep off! 

I taste horrible.' 



The endangered 
golden monkey lives 
in groups high up in 
the mountains. It 
eats fruit and young 
leaves. 



This part of Asia stretches north from the 
Red river as far as the Amur river. Rolling 

FERTILE PLAINS FILL VAST AREAS OF THE LAND AND THERE 
ARE MANY LOW, RUGGED MOUNTAIN RANGES. 



Most of East Asia has a monsoon 
climate: there is a wet season and a dry 
season. The south is the wettest part, 
and the warmest, with very mild winters 
and hot, wet summers when the rain 
pelts down for weeks. As you head 
north, the,summer rains dwindle to a 
drizzle and the warm, 
damp air turns fruit 
mouldy on the trees. 

Winters are colder in 
the north. Icy winds 
blow in from Siberia. On 
the North-Eastern Plain 
the ground is frozen 
solid for four months 



l(j^. 



Ouch! Ihe been 
slung by a svarm 



of Chinese bees.' 
"Gel up. You're sitting 
on a porcupine!’ 



lose their leaves in winter, HHBHI 
because at that time of year 
there isn't enough water available to 
keep them supplied with what they 
need. In the coldest areas there are 
evergreen conifers. Conifers cope well 
with deep frost, because their narrow 
leaves have a tough outer 
»»«»«»«» layer to protect them. 

The types of animals vary, 
too. In the south, there are 
porcupines, gibbons, 
monkeys, flying squirrels, 
monitor lizards, hornbills 
and paradise flycatchers. 

In the north, the animals 



every year. 

East Asia has very fertile 
soil, so much of the land is 
now used for growing crops. 
What is left is mainly forest, 
with some grassland. The 
type of forest depends on the 
climate. 

Trees in the warm south 
keep their leaves all year 
round - this is sub-tropical 
forest. There are also 
bamboo forests where red 
and giant pandas feed. 

Further north, the trees 
are mainly deciduous: they 



Male temminck 
tragopans flatten 
out the colourful 
flaps of flesh on 
their chests to 
impress females. 



The pit viper climbs 
bushes to ambush 
birds. Its venom can 
kill a human, but in 
tiny doses it can be 
used to treat leprosy. 





have adapted to cope with the cold 
winters. They include wolves, 
badgers, the shaggy Siberian tiger, 
geese and cranes. 

Some of the world's most ancient 
trees still grow wild in China. They 
include the ginkgo. Fossils of this 
tree show us that it has not changed 
for 180 million years. 



•< STONE FOREST 
In the Yunnan Province 
there is a 'stone forest', 
an area of limestone 
peaks which look like 
concrete trees. 



<HIGH 
Red pandas eat fruit, 
roots, bamboo shoots, 
acorns and lichens. They 
are excellent climbers and 
often feed in trees. 



<BIG BAMBOO 
There are many different 
kinds of bamboo in 
China. Some are short, 
while others, such as this 
one, can be several 
metres high. 



A PLACE OF LAKES 
The Jiuzhaigou 
Nature Reserve 
consists of a 
long valley with 
108 lakes, 
live on the 
wooded slopes. 
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p “The Huan^ He is 
one of the 
muddiest rivers 
in the worId.“ 

"Sounds like 
heaven to me “ 

East Asia's most important rivers 
are the Chang Jiang and the 
Huang He. Both start in the 
Qinghai-Tibet plateau which is a 
vast flat upland, or plateau, north 
of the Himalayas. From here the 
rivers carry melted snow swiftly 
along deep mountain valleys. They 
tumble down waterfalls in the 
mountains of China then turn into 
slow, winding rivers as they cross 
the vast Chinese plains between the 
highlands and the Pacific Ocean. In the 
wet season, they burst their banks into 
riverside marshes and lakes. 

The Chang Jiang is over 6300km 
long, which makes it the longest river in 
Asia. It used to be called the Yangtse, 
and many people still use this name. It 
feeds two of China's largest lakes, the 
Poyang and the Tai, where flocks of 
waterbirds gather to feed and breed. 



The Huang He or 'Yellow river' gets 
its name from the dusty yellow soil it 
picks up from the Loess plateau. 
Oxygen levels are low because of the 
mud. One story has it that carp leap 
from the river in order to breath. The 
mud is dropped on the great North 
China Plain. The sediment can block 
the river channel, forcing it to change 
direction and bringing terrible floods. 



The rare Chinese 
alligator lives in 
burrows in river 
banks. The burrows 
are at water level 
so that water just 
comes in. 



•<SHOWING OFF 
The male 
mandarin duck 
has a magnificent 
plumage. This is 
for attracting 
females. 



V MUDDY RIVER 
The Huang He is 
the second longest 
river in China. It 
flows for 5464km 
and collects a lot of 
mud on the way. 



The Chinese water 
deer likes marshy 
areas. The males 
have 7cm-long 
tusks with which 
they fight. 



The yangtse 
river dolphin is 
almost blind. It 
uses sound 
waves to find its 
way around the 
muddy river. 



<WEATHER-WORN 
The limestone 
pinnacles of Guilin 
on the Li river have 
been shaped by 
monsoon winds 
and rain. 









TIMON’S TREASURE HUNT 



Ttmon has bidden some super special bugs as 
a treat for his pals. He has also left some clues 
to help them find the bug bonanza. Can vou 
work out which square the bugs are hidden in? 









fon’t ha\c to mo\el 



bones to 

find t lem. 

2 No bird carries the secret. 

3 A swollen baobab tree does nut mark 
the spot 

4 hea\e all stones unturned. 

5 You don't have to climb a mountain. 

6 Don't disturb an^- termites. 

7 Y'ou don't ha%e to get your feet wet 
nor do you ha\e to dig an\ swampy 
ground. 

8 Clouds and \olcanic ash don't hide 
'the bugs. 

9 Palm trees haven't grown over the 
secret spot. 

10 Dolnot pick any flowers to 
uncover the bugs. 




STONE SCULPTURES 

Some of Ihe rocks round Ihe page fit together 
to make animals. Can \ou uork out which go 
together and what animals they make? 



JUMBLED BUGS 

The four squares in the top left-hand 
corner are repeated together somewhere 
else in the grid. Can you find them? 



"It [X)esn't do 

TO PRETEND 



VTGCUWTG 

VTQXG 






How Anansi 
Shamed Himself 



YOU ARE WHAT 
YOU ARE NOT. 

This can lead 

YOU INTO DEEP 
TROUBLE, AS 
Anansi once 

DISCOVERED, 



ne day Anansi came home to 
i find his wife weeping loudly 

because her mother had died. 
Anansi comforted her and said, "You 
must go back to your home and help 
arrange the funeral. I will join you 
soon." 

The day after she had left, Anansi 
asked several animals to go with him 
to the funeral to give him support and 
show what an important creature he 
was. When they arrived at his wife's 
home, they were greeted by the family. 
Over a drink, they discussed what they 
would do at the funeral. 



"I," said Anansi, rising to his feet, 
"will provide the coffin in which to 
bury my mother-in-law. I will also pay 
cowards the funeral feast." He bowed 
and sat down. Everyone clapped and 
said what a generous son-in-law he 
was. Anansi was pleased to see how 
well everyone thought of him. 

Later they were taken into a room 
to eat. But when he was offered food. 
Anansi shook his head and said loudly, 
so everyone could hear, "No. I cannot 
eat. My mother-in-law has died and I 
will not eat for a week in mourning 
for her. But please feed my friends." 
Once again, all the others clapped and 
said what an extraordinary fellow 
Anansi was. 



SECRET MESSAGE 

To Hnd out \^hal thi* mystery message says. 

substitute each letter with the one which 
appears t\«o letters before it in Ihe alphabet. 
For example: C = .4,0 = B, E = C. , 

(*3.4 a 

o * - A. 








After a couple of days, Anansi, who 
his food, was beginning to feel 
very hungry indeed. In fact he couldn't 
think of anything else. After four days, 
he could no longer bear his hunger 
pangs. He searched high and low for 
some food he could eat without 
anyone seeing him. And then, at last, 
he found some. It was a pot of 
porridge that had just been cooked 
and had been left outside to cool. 

Anansi poured some into his hat and 
was just going to start eating when 
he heard voices. It was his wife and 
some friends. Anansi quickly 

put his hat with the 
porridge on to 



his head, which immediately started to 
burn. 

Dancing with pain, Anansi went up 
to his wife and said, “1 have to leave 
right away. I forgot, there is a big 
meeting at home." 

“Oh dear!” replied his wife. "You 
can't travel on an empty stomach. 
Quickly have something to eat before 
you go." 

“1 can't wait! I can’t wait,” said 
Anansi, running along the road. 

But the others ran after him, 
insisting he have something to eat. 

At last, Anansi, in terrible pain, 
threw off his hat and the contents 
spilled on to the ground. His pursuers 
stood still in horror. They saw his 
steaming head, saw the porridge 
the ground and stared at 

"Is this how you mourn your 
mother-in-law?" they mocked 
him. "Pretending not to eat while 
food to have somewhere 
we can’t see. Huh!” 

If spiders could blush, Anansi 
would have then. He jumped 
into the grass at the side of the 
road and hid himself in shame 
and embarrassment. To this day, 
spiders can be found 
hiding themselves 
in the grass - and 
now you know why! ^ 
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